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seen in the affair of Paul of Samosata, Bishop of
Antioch under Aurelian.1 Even at this period the
Bishop of Antioch might be regarded as a powerful
personage. The wealth of the Church was in his
hands: a crowd of people lived upon his favour.
Paul was a brilliant man, little inclined to mysti-
cism, worldly, a secular "grand seigneur/5 trying
to make Christianity acceptable to men of the world
and people in authority. The pietists, as might be
expected, found out that he was a heretic, and pro-
cured his deprivation. Paul resisted, and refused
to leave his episcopal palace. This is the point at
which the haughtiest sects are vulnerable: they
hold property; and how can a question of property
or of usufruct be determined except by the civil
power ? Aurelian, about this time, came to Antioch:
the question was referred to him; and the world
saw the strange sight of an unbelieving and perse-
cuting sovereign called upon to decide who was the
true Bishop. Aurelian, under these circumstances,
gave proof of the possession of a layman's good

1 Euseb. H.E. vii. 36.